82

the conquest of the latter received the Egyptian Khalif 5s abdi-
cation, in his favour, of his dignity, and the homage of the
Sherif of Mecca, who sent him the keys of the Caaba. The
most effectual method of stopping his progress westward seemed

A-1)- to be the  election of an emperor like Charles, possessed of
' extensive territories in the country in which the impression
would be first felt, who had also at his command the .army of
Spain, and the wealth furnished by the commerce of the Low
Countries, and the mines of the new world.    The danger had
not been overrated, for.the Ottomans crossed the Danube,
abetted by the discontented Slavonian population, and alarmed
the inhabitants of Vienna.    The panic suspended hostilities
between the Roman Catholics and the Protestants, and Luther
pressed upon both sides the defence of their common faith.
The alarm gradually  subsided, but  as time  advanced  the
danger became more imminent, for the seventeenth century
beheld the imperial residence invaded by a Turkish army,
strengthened by Hungarian rebels.    The emperor, with the
greater part of the ordinary population, had retired to a place
of safety, and Vienna, after the demolition of the suburbs, had a
breach made in its wall.    It was delivered, as it were, bj
miracle.      Kara Mustapha, the  grand  vizir,  despising his
enemy, and wasting time in luxurious indulgence, neglected,
some say treacherously, to urge the assault.   At this crisis the
besieged were cheered by the signal, from a neighbouring
mountain, of unexpected deliverance.    At the head of sixty
thousand soldiers, John Sobieski, the heroic king of Poland,
is welcomed as the preserver of Christendom.    The vizir ad-
vanced to give him battle, while a detachment attempted to
force an entrance into Vienna.    The assault was repelled; the
A.D. Turkish army, seized with a panic, was routed, and abandoned,

1083- not only tents and baggage, but even the reputed standard of
their Prophet, which was presented as a trophy to the Pope.
The retreat was followed by the peace of Carlowitz; and the
danger, averted, we trust, for ever, has been since impending
over the formerly invading power.

The Ottoman empire has been rapidly declining;   Greece